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Penda Learning. 
Penda Learning makes homework 
assignments the center of learning, 
not an afterthought. The service 
features an avatar-based learning 
system that assigns and grades 
homework for math and science 
classrooms in grades 4 through 10. 
Costs $6,000 a year for up to 300 
students; free 30-day trial available. 
pendalearning.com

Serif PagePlus X7.  
With easy-to-learn tools that create sharp electronic and paper documents, Serif’s 
PagePlus X7 can turn a room of computers into a design classroom. In addition to  
integrating photo and illustration editing, PagePlus is able to create interactive e-books. 
The program is available for as little as $21 per student. serif.com

MSI Slidebook S20.  
At $1,200, the S20 may be a budget buster, 
but it has a dual personality: It can be a slate 
tablet or a traditional notebook. The system has 
an 11.6-inch HD touch screen, a 1.7GHz Core 
i5 processor, and 128GB of solid-state storage.
msimobile.com

Acer K520.
If you hate changing 
burned-out projector 
lamps, Acer’s K520 
hybrid projector can 
save both time and 
hundreds of dollars. 
Rather than a high-
pressure bulb, it uses 
LEDs and a laser to 
create a 1,024-by-
768 image. Rated at 
2,000 lumens; price is 
$1,200. us.acer.com
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NetSupport School. 
Calm BYOD fears with the most 

recent version of NetSupport 
School, which supports the latest 

smartphones and slates. The soft-
ware continues to allow teachers 
to control the classroom environ-

ment and display what’s on any 
screen to the entire class. Price 

available upon request.  
netsupportschool.com

GuideK12.
You can learn a lot about 
your district with GuideK12  
interactive mapping soft-
ware. The software can  
help with everything from 
looking for where the dis-
trict’s brightest students 
live to who goes to which 
school. Plus, it can produce 
a variety of reports and  
analyze what-if scenarios 
like changing a school’s  
busing boundary. Price 
available upon request. 
guidek12.com

TurningPoint.
TurningPoint version 5.21 helps 
teachers use polling and testing 
software from within Microsoft 
PowerPoint slide shows, regardless 
of whether they’re using the PC  
or Mac version. The upgrade 
makes it easy to add assessments 
to lessons on the fly. Price  
available upon request.  
turningtechnologies.com

Hummingbird Robotics Kit. 
Developed in conjunction with Carnegie Mellon 
University, Hummingbird’s $199 Robotics Kit can get 
a class excited about science. It includes a variety of 
sensors, actuators, and motors as well as a program-
mable circuit board. Hummingbird’s site offers lesson 
suggestions, tutorials, and even help with a grant 
application. hummingbirdkit.com

Lenovo ThinkCentre 
M93p Tiny.
Need desktop power in a small space? The 
ThinkCentre M93p Tiny lives up to its name by 
combining a Core i7 processor with a variety of 
hard drives or solid-state storage devices in a 
small case. Pricing starts at $749. lenovo.com


